
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      

 

Hello, parents! Thank you so much for your support of Ridgeway Elementary School! I know how unusual this 

year has been, but you have supported our teachers and students throughout the year. We certainly appreciate 

that support! It is hard to believe that we will begin fourth marking period on April 15. 

I am so proud of both our hybrid and virtual students and what they have accomplished since March 1 as we 

moved into the hybrid/ virtual schedule! They have learned how to work as a group even though some students 

are physically in the building and some students are virtual. I think the students understand how important 

relationships are whatever situation they are in and that collaboration and communication support the success of 

all students. Excellent job, students! 

I am also proud of our hybrid and virtual teachers who have expanded their technology skills to ensure that all 

students still feel connected to their classrooms. Teachers also had to collaborate and communicate with each 

other to become the best they could be in a new and exciting instructional environment. This year has taught us 

so many things that we hope to take forward to the next school year. 

As we move through the spring, there will be a lot of information coming your way (Kindergarten registration; 

immunization requirements for next year; end of year preparations; and preparation for next year). Please feel 

free to contact your child’s teacher, the Main Office, our school counselor, or an administrator. We are here to 

help you in any way we can. 

Have a wonderful spring break! 

Sharon H. Hansen, Acting Principal                                            

(shansen@aacps.org) 

 

Ridgeway Elementary 
School 

April 2021 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, 
and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 
Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state 

and school-based assessments. 

❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 

❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere 

through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



                  

 

             …It’s that Time Again!    
 
 
 

What: Vision & Hearing Screening 
Who: Hybrid Learners in Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st Grade & new to AA 

county students! Also, any hybrid student referred by parents or school 
personnel. 

When: April 12th & April 16th  

• If your student wears glasses, be sure they have them in school that 

day! 

• At this time, screening is offered for our hybrid students only. 

Email nurse3192@aacps.org for referrals or questions! 

                                                    Thank you!  

 

RIDGEWAY/AACPS MEAL DISTRIBUTION 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools is providing a free breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
and snack to children, ages 2–18, Monday through Friday. There are no income 
requirements. Meal service is available at Ridgeway Elementary from 12-12:30 
pm. Children and families can go to any meal site –not necessarily their own 
school site to receive meals. Families can pick up meals without their children 
present, but must register their name, the names, and ages of their children for 
whom they will pick up meals, and the meal site location by calling 410-222-5900. 
Parent and guardians can only request to pick up meals for their children. For 
more information, including the entire list of meal sites and their hours, please see 
www.aacps.org or call Food & Nutrition Services at 410-222-5900. 
 A complete list of meal sites and service times as well as menus can be found 
at www.aacps.org/mealpickup. 
 
 

         
                          

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE…. 
KEEPING THE HEALTH ROOM INFORMED 

1. Be sure to inform your school nurse about your child’s health conditions or other 

special health needs to plan for safe management at school. Chronic health conditions 

may include asthma, seizures, diabetes, or life-threatening allergies, etc. 

2. Remember to provide the school with current emergency contact information. 

3. Tell your school nurse if your child’s health condition interferes with school 

attendance. 

4. Make sure to tell your school nurse about medications and medical treatments your 

child requires during the school day. All medication requires a doctor’s order and 

must be brought to the Health Room by an adult. 

5. Tell your school nurse about any changes in your child’s health or mobility status, 

or about any infectious disease. 

6. Speak to the school nurse if you need to obtain information about health insurance 

for your child. 

Any questions or health related concerns? Please contact your school nurse:  
Krista Martin at 410-672-3346 
 
--Working Together for a Safe & Healthy School Year/Anne Arundel County Department of 
Health 
School Health Services 
 

mailto:nurse3192@aacps.org
http://www.aacps.org/mealpickup


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   PARENT PORTAL 
 

PowerSchool Parent Portal PowerSchool 

Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, 

secure communication tool that connects 

parents/guardians and schools. Online 

access to class grades, attendance 

information and student schedules are 

available to parents with students in grades 

1 through 12. For complete instructions on 

accessing Parent Portal go to 

https://www.aacps.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that Ridgeway 
Elementary School is on 

Twitter? 

Follow us today! 

  @RidgewayESAACPS 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

April 1-5 Spring Break/Easter-All 

Schools and Central Offices Closed 

 

April 7-Registration for Kindergarten 

begins 

 

April 13-14 End of the third Marking 

Period/Two-hour early dismissal for 

all students 

 

April 15-Beginning of the Fourth 

Marking Period 

 

April 21- Professional 

Development/Two hour early-

dismissal for all students 

 

 

April 23 -Report Card Distribution 

for all students 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our wonderful 

Ridgeway Elementary 

School PTA. Your support 

means so much to us!  



                   What’s Happening at Ridgeway 
ACC I & II- 
Our unit in April revolves around changes that both help and hurt our environment. Our first reader, 
Our Town, discusses how people made changes to the land for building homes, roads, bridges, and 
farming. The second story focuses on making changes to community parks to create recreational 
areas. In this story, the main characters face a dilemma where they are excited to see a new baseball 
field being built; however, they are upset when they realize how many animals’ homes are ruined 
when they cut down trees to create the field. The last 2 stories are non-fiction, and take a deeper look 
in how to make a difference in our community and in attempting to save the environment.  
 
Kindergarten- 
Spring has sprung! There is so much learning going on in Kindergarten! Please remember to practice, 

practice, practice Sight Words daily! They are located the Google classroom.  In Literacy the students 

will continue to have Interactive Read Alouds and Explicit Comprehension. We will work on retelling, 

characters and settings, key details, and comparing and contrasting. Kindergartners will continue to 

review teen numbers, number bonds, counting by 10, addition, and subtraction in Math. Please 

continue to practice counting to 100. In science we will celebrate Earth day, reduce, reuse, and 

recycle. We will also, continue to talk about spring. Please encourage your child to write sentences, 

sound out words, and spell sight words correctly.  If you are a hybrid family, please make sure your 

child brings a charged chrome book, math book, fundation materials, and a mask. If you have not sent 

in a change of clothes, please send it in a bag label with your child's name. Thank you for your help 

and support. 

First-  
It is hard to believe the fourth marking period will be beginning soon. In Science, the children will be 
participating in Bubbleology, the spring module of the primary talent development program. Students 
will get a chance to make and experiment with bubbles as we note persistent and perceptive 
behaviors. We will develop our story telling skills this month by practicing with narrative writing. In 
Math, the children will continue to develop their addition and subtraction problem solving strategies. 
During Literacy, the focus will continue to be on comprehension strategies and making sure the 
children understand what they are reading. Please continue to have the children read on their own 
and practice their reading strategies. As always, please continue to encourage your child to persevere 
and do their very best in school! 

 
Second-  
Wow! Can you believe it's already April? Time is flying by in second grade!  
This month, we will begin our "Time Travelers" unit in Social Studies, learning about museums, 
artifacts, and different types of historical sources. In math, we will begin our unit on measurement, 
including how to measure length and different measurement tools. In writing this month, we will 
begin exploring elements of poetry and poetic language. During reading, we will continue to 
determine the authors' purposes for writing various texts.  
We also want to extend a thank you for your support with CogAT testing! We will continue this in the 
month of April and can’t thank you enough for your patience. We can't wait to "SPRING" into this 
new month with our amazing second graders! 
 

Third-  
This month in Literacy the students will continue to build skills with fiction text. In Math 
students will revisit “area” with a focus on multiplication and division. Please be sure your child 
is continuing to learn their multiplication and division facts. Students will be learning about 



weather in Science class and in Social studies, we will wrap up the concept of economics. Thank 
you for your support and helping your child grow as a third grader. 

 
Fourth-  
The third marking period is coming to an end this month! In language arts, we will be identifying 
point of view and characters' perspectives. In addition, students will continue to work on opinion 
writing. In math, students will continue multiplying fractions by whole numbers. We will then move 
into decimal notation.  In science, we will continue to work on the effects of collisions, and then move 
into energy sources. In social studies, students will finish up the Civil War before starting to learn 
about how people and industry changed Maryland’s environment.  Have a wonderful spring break! 
  

Fifth-  
We are now about to begin the last marking period of the school year.  In Language Arts, students will 
develop solutions through creativity and continue to develop their writing skills.  In Social Studies, we 
will finish out the year with the establishment of our modern American Government.  Our science 
units for the fourth marking period will center around habitats.  In Math, we will focus on problem 
solving strategies and algebraic thinking. We will also spend some time reviewing and extending 
various fifth grade concepts before the end of the year. 
 

Music-  
Great news!  Mr. Bosch, Ms. Westermeyer, and Mr. Wertz would like to congratulate Mr. Fisher for 
completing his doctorate degree in education.  Way to go Dr. Fisher!  Instrumental and Vocal music 
continue working on their learning and improving their musical knowledge to play and sing 
better.  General music students continue to learn, move, and actively engage in lessons on tempo, 
dynamics, instrument families, and many other wonderful subjects.  It is hard to believe the marking 
period is almost over and the 4th marking period will be upon us.  Enjoy your spring break! 

 
Art- 
3rd -5th grade will learn about the artist Kandinsky and paint to the music of Stravinsky. They will 
create a non-representational art using line, shape and color. They will also learn to identify a variety 
of birds and draw and color three little birds on a branch. They will listen to the song Three Little 
Birds by Bob Marley as they work.  
 
K-2 will draw and color a bunny and add texture to their bunny in the style of the Renaissance artist 
Albrecht Durer. They will hear the story about Orson the Easter egg artist. They will also learn about 
robots and create their own robot using geometric shapes. They will decide what function their robot 
will do for them. They will then use organic shapes to create an alien.  

Physical Education- 
With the transition to hybrid learning going as smooth as it is, I wanted to thank all students for 
working so well in PE while they are at home and at school. We will be working on something new for 
Ridgeway as we dabble in a little Cardio Drumming. Sorry if we get too loud for you but it is a great 
unit that is a lot of fun while we work on rhythm and keeping fit.  
 

Media- 

Spring is in the air in media! We will be focusing on Earth Day lessons, as well as, learning about 
different genres. We will continue to listen to great read aloud books and will participate in the 
Maryland Black Eyed Susan Award vote. 



Reading- 
Happy Spring! This is a great time to Spring into reading. You can read in a garden or have a 

book picnic. You can read a poem aloud or start a nature journal. This is also a great time to 

create a summer bucket list. Happy Reading! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy April! It is so great to see spring on the horizon! I am well aware that learning 

this past year has been a challenge. Frustrations can be on the rise with inconsistent 

days. It is important now more than ever to plan/prioritize, have an organizational 

system, and to help our students regulate their emotions and impulses. Here are some 

tips that can be useful!   

Our students need our help to recognize the essential tasks they are given and to 

create a plan for carrying out these tasks. I suggest working with your student(s) to 

create a calendar with due dates, daily home/school schedules, and times/links to 

virtual meetings. Consider only sharing one day at a time so it doesn’t become too 

overwhelming. Create a list of daily tasks to complete with checkboxes. Prioritize the 

list, so that the most important assignments are completed first. Using a checkbox list 

gives a sense of direction and accomplishment. Perhaps having a midday check-in to 

ensure that your student is on task could be useful.  

If your student is coming to school for hybrid instruction, they are responsible for 

bringing all school materials to and from school. Knowing what to bring to and from 

home is not always as easy as it would seem. I suggest color-coding supplies so they 

can be easy to track. You could also make a supply caddy to keep at home and a 

supply caddy for school, alleviating the stress of forgetting tools and daily supplies. 

This can also be helpful for keeping virtual/home learning materials organized as 

well.   

As you can imagine, impulse control can become problematic with fluctuating 

schedules and routines. Frustration can lead to emotional and impulsive responses. 

Mindful breathing is a great way to handle being stressed, overwhelmed, or anxious. 

When we take control of our breathing, stress can be more manageable. While taking 

deep breaths, exhale out the mouth for three seconds. Have your student(s) place a 

hand on their stomach and a hand on their chest focusing on the rise and fall of each 



breath. Practice making mindful breathing a habit and a daily routine. With 

consistency, the goal is to begin using the technique independently to control 

emotions and impulses. Furthermore, schedule time during the day for brain breaks 

and exercise. Frequent physical movement breaks help regulate behavior, calm 

emotions, and control impulses. All of the mentioned tips can apply to the home 

environment as well as the classroom. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if I can help 

in anyway @ mstup.aacps.org.   

Thanks, -Mrs. Stup 

 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month 

by demonstrating Perseverance throughout the school. 

 
 

 
Kindergarten  
Ms. Corso-Logan Q. 
Mrs. Calma –Josh E. 
Ms. Evans- Kalissa G. 
Mrs. Mangano- Clara B. 
Mrs. Sweitzer– Karter B. 
Ms. Webb-Nicholas H. 
  

First Grade  
Ms. Choo-Adrian M. 
Mrs. Clark –Inaya N. 
Mrs. Louvar- Savannah P. 
Ms. Klingensmith- Payton C. 
Ms. Shiffrin-Genevieve C. 
  

Second Grade  
Ms. D’Angelo- Brayden W. 
Ms. Gaunt- Gregory C. 
Ms. Johnston-Ayanna C. 
Mrs. Sym- Xiya H. 
 
ACC-2- Salieu B. 
 

Weisman (ESOL) 
Joseph U.O.          
 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Brown-Christiano M. 
Ms. Downie- Randy C. 
Ms. Potts- Ryleigh H. 
Ms. Stanton-Mathew C. 
Mrs. Zak- Cienna C. 
 

Fourth Grade   
Mrs. Carrigan- Christian O. 
Ms. Heisman- Quincy P. 
Ms. Karamboulis-Isabella D. 
Mrs. Quarantillo- Sherlyn M. 
Ms. Stepien- Camden M. 
 
 

Fifth Grade  
Mr. Fox- Helen M.L. 
Mrs. Harper-Lippert- Kalib J. 
Mrs. Stinchcomb- Awo A. 
Ms. Toth-Jonah S. 
Ms. Williams- Reisyn H. 

 



 

 

 

Mia H.-Flowers in a Vase 

Sean C.- Flowers in a Vase 

Brianna S.-Surrealistic Scene 

Kehmia D.-Flowers in a Vase 

Cienna C.-Surrealistic Scene 

Brianna S.-Surrealistic Scene 



  


